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ABSTRACT
The Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is a pivotal initiative by the Government of India
aimed at enhancing the skills and employability of youth across the country. This research paper
investigates the impact of PMKVY specifically on the productivity of youth in the Chennai region,
analysing socioeconomic factors that influence skill development outcomes. The study utilizes a mixed-
methods approach, integrating quantitative analysis of employment and income data with qualitative
insights from stakeholder interviews. The findings suggest that while PMKVY has positively influenced
youth productivity in Chennai, challenges such as skill-job mismatches and regional disparities persist,
necessitating targeted policy interventions for sustainable socioeconomic development.
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1. INTRODUCTION
The Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) was launched in 2015 as part of the Skill India
Mission to empower youth with employable skills and to meet the evolving demands of the job market.
Chennai, a major economic hub in South India, has been a significant beneficiary of this program, aimed
at bridging the skill gap across various sectors. This paper explores the effectiveness of PMKVY in
enhancing the productivity of youth in Chennai through a comprehensive socioeconomic analysis.
The Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is a flagship initiative of the Government of
India launched in 2015 under the Skill India Mission. It aims to enhance the employability of youth by
providing them with skill development training aligned with industry requirements. Chennai, as a
prominent economic center in South India, has been a focal point for PMKVY interventions. This
review paper examines the impact of PMKVY on the productivity of youth in Chennai through a
socioeconomic lens, assessing both quantitative outcomes and qualitative perceptions.
2. OBJECTIVES OF PMKVY
PMKVY aims to:

e Address the skill gap in various sectors by providing industry-relevant training.

o Improve the employability and productivity of youth across different strata of society.

e Foster inclusive growth by focusing on marginalized communities and disadvantaged groups.
3. METHODOLOGY
This review synthesizes findings from various studies and reports on PMKVY, focusing specifically on
its impact in the Chennai region. The methodology includes:

o Literature Review: A comprehensive review of academic papers, government reports, and

evaluations assessing PMKVY's outcomes.
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o Data Analysis: Examination of quantitative data on employment rates, income levels, and
sectoral absorption of PMK VY -trained youth.

e Qualitative Insights: Analysis of qualitative data from interviews and focus groups with
beneficiaries, trainers, and employers to understand perceptions, challenges, and success stories.

4. IMPACT ON YOUTH PRODUCTIVITY EMPLOYMENT AND INCOME LEVELS

Studies indicate that PMKVY has contributed to increased employment opportunities for youth in
Chennai, particularly in sectors such as IT, healthcare, and hospitality. There is evidence of improved
income levels among beneficiaries post-training, although variations exist based on sectoral demands
and individual circumstances.

Sectoral Preferences: PMKVY has influenced youth preferences towards sectors aligned with training
offerings and industry demand in Chennai. However, challenges such as skill-job mismatches and
geographical disparities persist, affecting the sustainability of employment outcomes.

5. SOCIOECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS

PMKYVY has had broader socioeconomic implications in Chennai:

e Gender Dynamics: The program has played a role in empowering young women by enhancing
their employability and economic independence.

e Educational Backgrounds: It has benefited youth across various educational backgrounds,
including those with lower formal education levels, by providing skill-based opportunities.

o Regional Disparities: Challenges remain in addressing regional disparities in skill development
outcomes, with wurban-rural divides influencing access to training and employment
opportunities.

6. POLICY IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the findings, the paper discusses policy implications for enhancing the effectiveness of
PMKVY:

e Improving Training Quality: Emphasizing the need for industry-relevant and quality skill
development programs.

e Strengthening Monitoring and Evaluation: Enhancing mechanisms to monitor outcomes and
evaluate program impact over time.

e Promoting Stakeholder Collaboration: Facilitating partnerships between government,
industry, and educational institutions to ensure sustainable skill development.

7. CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS

The review identifies challenges such as data limitations, methodological constraints in impact
assessment, and the need for long-term evaluation of PMKVY outcomes. These limitations highlight
areas for future research and policy refinement.

8. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, PMKVY has made significant strides in enhancing the productivity of youth in Chennai
by improving their employability and income levels. However, addressing persistent challenges such as
skill-job mismatches and regional disparities requires continued policy focus and stakeholder
engagement. Future research should prioritize longitudinal studies and sector-specific evaluations to
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refine skill development strategies and maximize socioeconomic impact.

9. FUTURE DIRECTIONS

The paper proposes avenues for future research, including longitudinal studies to track long-term career
trajectories of PMKVY beneficiaries and sector-specific analyses to tailor skill development
interventions to industry needs.
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