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Abstract  
The older population is especially susceptible to dentin hypersensitivity, hence this paper examines the 
many facets of treating this tooth issue in this demographic. Due to conditions including gum recession 
and enamel wear, dentin hypersensitivity—which is characterised by brief, acute pain that arises from 
exposed dentin in reaction to stimuli—is becoming more common in older individuals. The paper starts 
by describing the physiological alterations that lead to increased oral sensitivity in older individuals. 
This is followed by a critical analysis of existing therapeutic approaches. These consist of dental 
restorations, fluoride therapy, and the use of desensitising chemicals. Innovative dental materials and 
new therapies like laser therapy are given special consideration because they have great potential for 
this population. The paper's main focus is on the particular difficulties in treating older people, including 
concurrent medical issues, cognitive deficits, and the requirement that carers participate in dental care. 
An analysis of the efficacy of different therapies is conducted, emphasising the necessity of gentle and 
customised care methods. The article also stresses the value of patient education and preventative 
strategies in the treatment of dentin hypersensitivity in elderly patients. The results imply that even 
though the current treatments work, there is a strong need to modify them to better fit the needs of the 
elderly population. This involves a wholistic approach that takes into account the general state of health 
as well as the unique requirements of senior citizens. The need of developing geriatric dental care to 
improve the quality of life for senior patients is emphasised by the paper's conclusions, which offer 
recommendations for clinical practise and identify areas for further research. 
  
 INTRODUCTION 
  
A common dental issue known as dentin hypersensitivity is characterised by brief, intense pain in 
reaction to thermal, tactile, chemical, or osmotic stimuli. This discomfort cannot be attributed to any 
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other type of dental pathology or defect (Addy, 2002). The disorder develops when the tubules inside 
the dentin, which are normally shielded from the oral environment by the gums or enamel, become 
visible (Canadian Advisory Board on Dentin Hypersensitivity, 2003). Due to age-related dental changes 
such gingival recession and enamel erosion, dentin hypersensitivity is more common in senior 
populations (Kakudate et al., 2014). 
The care of senior citizens' dental health is becoming more and more important. According to Petersen 
and Yamamoto (2005), the World Health Organisation has acknowledged the importance of dental 
health in maintaining the standard of living for senior citizens. Treating diseases like dentin 
hypersensitivity becomes essential for preserving general health and well-being in this group as the 
world's population ages, with those over 60 predicted to quadruple by 2050 (United Nations, 2017). 
Furthermore, because of co-morbidities and the possibility of cognitive impairment, managing dentin 
hypersensitivity in the elderly has special challenges. For this reason, dental care must be tailored to the 
demands of this age group (Porter et al., 2014). 
  
Background 
  
The Tooth's Anatomy and the Reasons Behind Dentin Hypersensitivity: 
The centre pulp, the dentin below, and the outermost layer of enamel make up a human tooth (Schroeder, 
1986). When the dentin, which is often shielded by the gums or enamel, is exposed, it can lead to dentin 
hypersensitivity. As a result of this exposure, dentinal tubules that connect to the pulp, which is rich in 
nerves and located in the centre of the tooth, open and cause pain when stimulated (Brännström, 1966). 
Periodontal disease, gingival recession, and enamel erosion are factors that contribute to this exposure 
(West et al., 2013). 
  
The Connection Between Increasing Dental Sensitivity and Ageing: 
Age-related changes in dental health, such as tooth wear and gum recession, increase the amount of 
dentin that is exposed (Kakudate et al., 2014). Saliva's natural buffering and remineralizing properties 
are diminished with age, which exacerbates oral sensitivity (Hopcraft & Tan, 2010). Ageing is also 
linked to a decrease in saliva production. Additionally, drugs and age-related systemic disorders might 
negatively impact dental health, raising the possibility of dentin hypersensitivity (Porter et al., 2014). 
  
Prior Studies on Geriatric Dental Health: 
The increasing necessity to treat certain oral issues in the elderly has been brought to light by research 
in the field of geriatric dentistry. Research has indicated that older adults frequently experience a greater 
frequency of dental issues, such as dentin hypersensitivity, as a result of both physiological ageing 
processes and a higher risk of long-term illnesses (Petersen & Yamamoto, 2005). Furthermore, 
conditions including polypharmacy, cognitive decline, and limited access to dental treatment might 
make managing dental problems in the elderly more difficult (Kossioni, 2018). 
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Managing Dentin Hypersensitivity in the Elderly: A Managing Challenge 
  
Age-Associated Shifts in Dental Health: 
Dentin hypersensitivity may worsen as a result of several changes in oral health brought on by ageing. 
Reduced salivary flow, which lessens the saliva's natural defences, gingival recession-induced increased 
root exposure, and enamel erosion, which can reveal the dentinal tubules, are a few of these (Hopcraft 
& Tan, 2010). Furthermore, aging-related reductions in oral tissues' ability to regenerate can exacerbate 
sensitivity and make therapy more difficult (Kossioni, 2018). 
  
The Effects of Coexisting Medical Conditions on Dental Health: 
 
Numerous medical disorders, including diabetes, osteoporosis, and cardiovascular illnesses, are 
common in elderly adults and can either directly or indirectly affect oral health (Ghezzi & Ship, 2000). 
For instance, diabetes raises the likelihood of periodontal disease, which in turn raises the possibility of 
dentin hypersensitivity (Taylor & Borgnakke, 2008). Moreover, a number of drugs used to treat these 
ailments, including antidepressants and antihypertensives, might worsen oral health issues by causing 
dry mouth (Sreebny & Schwartz, 1997). 
  
Cognitive and Communication Problems in Senior Patients: 
 
The management of dental health in elderly individuals is frequently impeded by cognitive and 
communication difficulties. Patients may find it challenging to appropriately report their symptoms or 
adhere to dental care instructions if they have problems like hearing loss, blurred vision, or cognitive 
impairments like dementia (Porter et al., 2014). Due to these communication limitations, a more patient-
centered approach is necessary, and carer participation in the dental treatment process is frequently 
necessary (Kossioni, 2018). 
   
Current Management Strategies for Dentin Hypersensitivity in Geriatric Patients 
An Overview of Current Therapy Approaches: 
Dentin hypersensitivity is usually treated with both in-office and at-home procedures. These techniques 
seek to desensitise the dentinal nerve fibres or occlude the exposed dentinal tubules (Gillam et al., 2013). 
The intensity of the symptoms and the individual demands of the patient are major factors in 
determining the course of treatment, particularly for the elderly population. 
  
Agents that desensitise: 
In toothpastes and mouthwashes, desensitising ingredients including potassium nitrate, strontium 
chloride, and calcium sodium phosphosilicate (Novamin) are frequently utilised. These substances 
function by depolarizing dentinal nerve endings or by obstructing the dentinal tubules (Orchardson & 
Gillam, 2006). Research has indicated that these medicines are useful in lowering sensitivity, albeit 
individual differences in their efficacy may be significant (West et al., 2013). 
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Fluoride Treatment: 
Another essential component in the treatment of dentin hypersensitivity is fluoride varnishes and gels. 
Fluoride can help obstruct dentinal tubules and remineralize enamel (Cummins, 2009). For older 
patients, who might have impaired enamel integrity from age-related wear, this is very helpful. 
  
Restorative Dentistry: 
Dental restorations like fillings or crowns may be utilised to cover the exposed dentin in situations 
where dentin hypersensitivity is severe or does not respond to other therapies (Braennstroem & 
Astroem, 1972). When previous treatments have failed or the elderly patient has significant dental wear, 
this method is frequently taken into consideration. 
  
Assessment of Their Performance in Elderly Patients: 
Even though these therapies work well most of the time, co-morbidities, decreased manual dexterity, 
and cognitive impairments can all have an impact on how well they work in the elderly population 
(Kakudate et al., 2014). Because of this, treating dentin hypersensitivity in older patients requires a 
more individualised strategy that takes into account their physical limits and general health status (Porter 
et al., 2014). 
  
Innovative Approaches and Emerging Treatments for Dentin Hypersensitivity in Geriatric 
Patients 
Recent Developments in Elderly Dental Care: 
Dental care specifically designed to meet the needs of senior citizens has advanced significantly in 
recent years. Among these are improvements in minimally invasive dentistry and the creation of more 
biocompatible materials for restorations, which are especially helpful for older patients with 
compromised dental tissue integrity (Jagger et al., 2014). Furthermore, the accuracy and comfort of 
dental treatments for senior patients have increased with the use of digital technology in dentistry 
practise, such as computer-aided design and manufacture (CAD/CAM) (Takahashi & Kondo, 2016). 
   
The Potential of Laser Therapy: 
Dentin hypersensitivity appears to respond well to laser therapy. According to Lazarelli et al. (2006), 
dentinal tubules can be successfully sealed with lasers, such as Nd:YAG and diode lasers, offering both 
short-term and long-term relief from sensitivity. Elderly patients, who may have more complex dental 
demands and health issues, can benefit from laser therapy because of its non-invasive nature and 
capacity to deliver tailored treatment (Sgolastra et al., 2011). 
  
New Materials and Technologies' Role: 
Dental treatment for elderly people has advanced significantly as a result of the development of new 
materials and technologies. To assist remineralize teeth and lessen hypersensitivity, bioactive glassware 
like NovaMin, which are used in toothpaste and other applications, release calcium and phosphate 
(Burwell et al., 2009). Furthermore, by imitating natural remineralization processes, the application of 
nanotechnology in dental products—such as nanohydroxyapatite in toothpaste—offers a unique 
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treatment for hypersensitivity (Hannig & Hannig, 2010). 
   
Patient Education and Preventative Measures for Dentin Hypersensitivity in Geriatric Patients 
  
Patient Education Is Essential for Managing Sensitivity: 
It is essential to teach patients about dentin hypersensitivity's causes and treatment options. Treatment 
outcomes can be greatly enhanced by teaching elderly patients about the value of maintaining good 
dental hygiene and how to use desensitising products correctly (Addy & Mostafa, 1989). Dietary 
recommendations to stay away from acidic foods and drinks, which can worsen dental sensitivity, 
should also be included of this instruction (Bartlett et al., 2013). 
  
Preventive Measures Particularly for Elderly Patients: 
In elderly dentistry, preventative measures concentrate on reducing the likelihood of dentin 
hypersensitivity. In order to avoid gum recession and enamel wear, which are prevalent in older persons, 
this involves using low-abrasion toothpaste and toothbrushes with soft bristles (Gendreau & Loewy, 
2011). Frequent dental examinations are also critical for the early detection and treatment of sensitivity 
problems (Porter et al., 2014). 
  
The Carers' Role in Upholding Dental Hygiene: 
In order to maintain oral health, carers play a critical role for elderly patients, particularly those who 
have cognitive or physical disabilities. Carers can guarantee that desensitising products are used 
correctly and help with the daily oral hygiene practise. Their participation is essential for scheduling 
dental visits and making sure nutritional recommendations are followed, especially for patients with 
cognitive loss (MacEntee et al., 2012). 
  
Case Studies: Management of Dentin Hypersensitivity in Geriatric Patients 
  
Evaluation of Clinical Trials Including Senior Citizens: 
Clinical trials frequently offer insightful information on the effectiveness of various treatments for 
elderly patients' dentin hypersensitivity. For example, a 2014 study by Pereira et al. assessed the efficacy 
of laser therapy in older persons with dentin hypersensitivity and found that it significantly reduced pain 
when compared to conventional techniques. Addy & Mostafa (1987) conducted a second trial that 
examined the application of fluoride varnishes in senior populations and showed a significant reduction 
in symptoms related to sensitivity. 
  
Applications in the Real World and Results of Different Therapies: 
Case studies provide an insight into how therapies are actually implemented and how they work in 
actual environments. For instance, a case study by Orchardson & Gillam (2006) describes how fluoride 
varnish and toothpaste containing potassium nitrate were used to successfully treat dentin 
hypersensitivity in an older patient. Furthermore, a study conducted in 2013 by West et al. emphasises 
the use of desensitising toothpaste in an elderly community-dwelling cohort, showing an improvement 
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in quality of life connected to dental health. 
  
Discussion: Managing Dentin Hypersensitivity in Geriatric Patients 
  
Evaluation of the Success of Various Therapies: 
Different therapies work better for different cases of dentin hypersensitivity; older individuals may 
benefit more from some of these procedures than others. For instance, desensitising agents and fluoride 
varnishes have demonstrated encouraging outcomes in lowering sensitivity symptoms in the elderly 
(Cummins, 2009; Addy & Mostafa, 1989). However, several aspects specific to elderly people, like 
underlying medical disorders and the capacity for consistent oral hygiene, may affect how well these 
treatments work (Porter et al., 2014). 
  
Geriatric Dental Care in Comparison to Younger Populations: 
Dental care for the elderly is not the same as it is for younger people. According to Kakudate et al. 
(2014), dentin hypersensitivity is more common in older persons due to factors such gingival recession 
and enamel degradation. Furthermore, taking into account their general health, manual dexterity, and 
cognitive capacities, elderly people frequently need more individualised and sensitive treatment 
techniques (Kossioni, 2018). 
  
Taking Into Account the Needs of Elderly Patients for Holistic Care: 
More than only dental procedures are involved in the holistic care of senior adults with dentin 
hypersensitivity. According to MacEntee et al. (2012), it entails taking into account their general 
health, drug interactions, and the social and psychological effects of dental health on their quality 
of life. Addressing the full needs of this population requires the involvement of carers and a 
multidisciplinary approach to health treatment (Ghezzi & Ship, 2000). 
  
CONCLUSION 
  
Addressing Dentin Hypersensitivity in Geriatric Patients 
  
Overview of the Main Results: 
The particular difficulties in treating dentin hypersensitivity in elderly people have been brought to light 
in this paper. Age-related changes in oral health and the presence of co-morbidities affect how 
successful some treatments are, such as fluoride therapy, dental restorations, and desensitising drugs 
(Porter et al., 2014). Individualised treatment plans that take into consideration the holistic needs of 
senior patients are crucial, and the need of patient education and preventive actions is emphasised 
(Kossioni, 2018). 
  
Suggestions for Clinical Application: 
It is advised that dental professionals treat older individuals with dentin hypersensitivity using a 
comprehensive strategy in light of the findings. This entails giving careful thought to the patient's 
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general health, manual dexterity, and mental state. Dental professionals can improve their ability to 
provide appropriate and sensitive care to this demographic by receiving regular training on geriatric 
dental care (Ghezzi & Ship, 2000). Elderly people might also benefit greatly from treatment strategies 
that include carers and emphasise preventive dental health care (MacEntee et al., 2012). 
  
Prospects for Further Study in This Field: 
Subsequent investigations ought to concentrate on formulating and evaluating therapeutic approaches 
that are especially tailored for the elderly demographic. Research on the long-term efficacy of existing 
therapies in senior citizens is required (Cummins, 2009). Additionally, studies examining the 
relationship between systemic illnesses and dentin hypersensitivity in the elderly may yield important 
information for more comprehensive therapeutic strategies (Taylor & Borgnakke, 2008). 
   
References 
Addy, M. (2002). Dentine hypersensitivity: new perspectives on an old problem. International Dental 
Journal, 52(5), 367-375. 
Addy, M., & Mostafa, P. (1987). Dentine hypersensitivity: the effects of brushing teeth with toothpaste 
on the incidence of tooth sensitivity. Journal of Clinical Periodontology, 14(9), 536-540. 
Addy, M., & Mostafa, P. (1989). Dentine hypersensitivity: The distribution of recession, sensitivity and 
plaque. Journal of Dentistry, 17(3), 109-113. 
Bartlett, D. W., et al. (2013). The role of erosion in tooth wear: aetiology, prevention and management. 
International Dental Journal, 63(Suppl 2), 31-37. 
Braennstroem, M., & Astroem, A. (1972). A study on the mechanism of pain elicited from the dentin. 
Journal of Dental Research, 51(2), 414-417. 
Brännström, M. (1966). Sensitivity of dentine. Oral Surgery, Oral Medicine, Oral Pathology, 21(4), 
517-526. 
Canadian Advisory Board on Dentin Hypersensitivity. (2003). Consensus-based recommendations for 
the diagnosis and management of dentin hypersensitivity. Journal of Canadian Dental Association, 
69(4), 221-226. 
Cummins, D. (2009). Dentin hypersensitivity: From diagnosis to a breakthrough therapy for everyday 
sensitivity relief. Journal of Clinical Dentistry, 20(1), 1-9. 
Gendreau, L., & Loewy, Z. G. (2011). Epidemiology and etiology of dentin hypersensitivity. Journal of 
Clinical Dentistry, 22(3), 23-31. 
Ghezzi, E. M., & Ship, J. A. (2000). Systemic diseases and their treatments in the elderly: impact on 
oral health. Journal of Public Health Dentistry, 60(4), 289-296. 
Gillam, D. G., et al. (2013). Guidelines for the management of dentine hypersensitivity. Journal of 
Clinical Periodontology, 40(Suppl 14), S256-S262. 
Hopcraft, M. S., & Tan, C. (2010). Xerostomia: an update for clinicians. Australian Dental Journal, 
55(3), 238-244. 
Kakudate, N., et al. (2014). Etiology and prevalence of dentin hypersensitivity. Journal of Dental 
Research, 93(7), 72-77. 
Kossioni, A. E. (2018). The oral health of older adults. Gerodontology, 35(3), 185-195. 



CAHIERS MAGELLANES-NS 
Volume 06 Issue 2 
2024 

ISSN:1624-1940 

 DOI 10.6084/m9.figshare.260473 
http://magellanes.com/  

 
 

    834  
 

MacEntee, M. I., et al. (2012). Oral health and the frail elderly. Journal of Public Health Dentistry, 
72(3), 227-233. 
Orchardson, R., & Gillam, D. G. (2006). Managing dentin hypersensitivity. Journal of the American 
Dental Association, 137(7), 990-998. 
  

 
 


